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CHAHAL DAINIK GAZETTE (CDG)
‘ARC OF THE MORAL UNIVERSE IS LONG, BUT IT 
BENDS TOWARD JUSTICE’

Context: Speaking at the Constitution Day celebrations at the 
Supreme Court, Chief Justice of India used the famous phrase about 
the arc of the moral universe bending towards justice.

The Quote
•  Martin Luther King had used the phrase several times in 

different contexts. 

•  The statement is not originally his, and he was in fact 
borrowing from the 19th-century Unitarian minister 
and abolitionist Theodore Parker, of Massachusetts.

•  The phrase means:

	Though justice may take long, the universe moves 
towards it.

	Justice is a foregone conclusion, and will eventually 
come about on its own because that is how the arc of 
the universe bends. 

	The arc won’t automatically bend towards justice, but 
has to be made to bend in that direction through human 
efforts.

•  The claim expresses a specific kind of informed optimism, 
an eyes-wide-open faith in humanity.

SHIVELUCH VOLCANO

Context: The Shiveluch volcano in Russia’s far eastern Kamchatka 
peninsula may be gearing up for its first powerful eruption in 15 
years.

Key details:
•  Kamchatka is home to 29 active volcanoes, part of a vast 

belt of Earth known as the “Ring of Fire” which circles 
the Pacific Ocean and is prone to eruptions and frequent 
earthquakes.

•  According to the United States Geological Survey (USGS), 
these kinds of eruptions typically happen three or four 
times a year in Kamchatka.

•  Six volcanoes in Russia’s northeast are currently showing 
signs of increased activity, including Eurasia’s highest 
active volcano Klyuchevskaya Sopka.

Shiveluch
•  Shiveluch is one of the largest and most active volcanoes 

in Kamchatka, having erupted at least 60 times in the past 
10,000 years.

•  It has two main parts: 

•  Old Shiveluch and 

•  Young Shiveluch

	Young Shiveluch lies within an ancient caldera – a 
large crater-like basin that likely formed when the older 
part underwent a catastrophic eruption at least 10,000 
years ago.

	It is this part that has become extremely active.

•  Domes and fumaroles:

	Domes are mounds that form from accumulating lava, 

	Fumaroles are openings through which hot sulphurous 
gases emerge.

•  The volcano has been continuously erupting since 1999.

BIHAR’S HAR GHAR GANGAJAL SCHEME

Context: Bihar Chief Minister will launch the Har Ghar Gangajal 
project in Rajgir and Gaya.

Key details:
•  It is a unique and ambitious initiative to provide Ganga 

water on tap in parched areas of the state that does not 
lie along the course of the river.

•  Har Ghar Gangajal is part of the Bihar government’s Jal, 
Jeevan, Hariyali scheme. 
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•  The scheme will harvest the excess water in the Ganga 
during the monsoon flooding season, to be treated, stored, 
and piped to Rajgir, Gaya, and Bodhgaya, regions that have 
for long depended on tankers of drinking water.

•  The water will be stored in reservoirs in Rajgir and Gaya 
before being channelled to treatment-and-purification 
plants. 

•  The scheme is currently limited to the urban areas of 
Rajgir, Gaya, and Bodhgaya.

Working of the system 
•  The project has been described as a “lift-store-tame-treat-

supply” system. 

•  A 447-metre approach channel has been constructed on 
the right bank of the Ganga through which water is taken 
to an intake-well-cum-pumphouse, which is powered 
by a dedicated electricity substation and two smaller 
transformers. 

•  State-of-the-art online filters have been installed near the 
intake well to ensure silt-free water enters the pump and 
pipeline, and there is no erosion in the riverbed.

•  A water treatment plant will supply to Gaya and Bodh 
Gaya. 

CRISIS IN DARJEELING TEA INDUSTRY

Context: The Tea Board of India admitted that Indian tea had not 
been able to establish itself globally, and that one of its key brands, 
Darjeeling Tea, was under acute stress.

Key details:
•  Darjeeling Tea, called the ‘Champagne of Teas’, was 

the first Indian product to get the GI (Geographical 
Identification) tag in 2004 for its distinctive aroma and 
flavour. 

•  Over the past few months a lot of gardens in the hills have 
changed hands because the owners were reeling under 
higher costs of production and other issues. 

•  Threat from Nepal’s gardens

	A report by the Parliamentary Standing Committee 
of the Ministry of Commerce, said that unhampered 
and easy influx of substandard tea from neighbouring 
countries, especially Nepal is jeopardising the tea 
industry of India. 

	The document pointed out that inferior quality tea 
from Nepal was being imported, and then sold and re-
exported as premium Darjeeling Tea. 

	Under the Revised Treaty of Trade between the 
Governments of India and Nepal in October 2009, 
both parties had agreed to exempt from basic customs 
duty, as well as from quantitative restrictions, the 
import of mutually agreed primary products. 

	Nepal, which shares similar climatic conditions and 
terrain, produces tea at a lower price because of less 
input costs, particularly labour, and fewer quality 
checks. 

	Even though the quality is no match, yet the tea from 
Nepal posed a serious challenge to Darjeeling Tea.

•  Other factors

	Tea production in Darjeeling which used to be around 
10-12 million kg a decade back now stands at 6.87 
mkg (2021). 

	The decline in production is due to multiple factors, 
which include:

			climate change, 

			declining yields and 

			high absenteeism among workers. 

	Some global factors like the decline in demand from 
European markets in the wake of the Russia-Ukraine 
war have compounded the problem.

	Because of the hilly terrain of Darjeeling there is no 
land left for expansion of tea gardens. 

	The tea bushes are older than other parts of the 
country. 

	Uprooting and planting them is both time and 
cost intensive.

•  Way forward

	The Standing Committee of Parliament has 
recommended that the Government review and 
revisit the Indo-Nepal Treaty for incorporating 
stringent requirements for certificate of origin on tea 
imports from Nepal. 

	The committee suggested that Small Tea Growers 
(STGs) should also be recognised as GI-registered 
producers on a par with the 87 tea estates which 
produce Darjeeling Tea to ensure better price premium. 

	About 52% of tea in the country is produced by STGs. 
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	Industry experts called for raising the domestic 
consumption of tea in India, particularly when exports 
are not picking up. 

	The per capita tea consumption in the country 
remains at 850 grams and is less than neighbouring 
countries.

IMPHAL’S IMA MARKET

Context: External Affairs minister of India called Ima market a great 
example of nari shakti (women’s power) powering economic growth.

What is the Ima market
•  Ima Keithel, or Mothers’ Market, is an all-women market, 

said to be the largest such shopping complex in Asia.

•  Male vendors and shopkeepers are barred here. 

•  In 2018, the state government announced that legal 
action would be taken under the Manipur Municipalities 
Act, 2004 if any male vendor was found selling goods at 
the market.

•  The Ima Market is centuries-old, and has its origins in 
Lallup Kaba, an ancient bonded labour system. 

	Under the system, Meitei men had to compulsorily 
serve some time working in the military and on other 
civil projects, keeping them away from home. 

	The general system of lallup is based on the assumption 
that it is the duty of every male between the ages of 
17 and 60 to place his services at the disposal of the 
state, without remuneration, for a certain number of 
days in each year.

	Women were exempt from this.

	The women, thus, were left to manage on their own, and 
they developed a market system which is today the Ima 
Keithel.

EOS-06

Context: The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) successfully 
placed nine satellites, including an Earth Observation Satellite (EOS-
06) in multiple orbits with the help of the space agency’s Polar 
Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C54). 

Key details:
•  EOS-6 is the Oceansat series’ third-generation satellite. 

•  EOS-06 is envisaged to observe ocean colour data, sea 
surface temperature and wind vector data to use in 
oceanography, climatic and meteorological applications. 

•  The satellite also supports value added products such as 
potential fishing zone using chlorophyll, SST and wind 
speed, and land based geophysical parameters.

What is ‘PSLV’?
•  PSLV (Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle) is an indigenously-

developed expendable launch system of the ISRO. 

•  It comes in the category of medium-lift launchers 
with a reach up to various orbits, including the Geo 
Synchronous Transfer Orbit, Lower Earth Orbit, and 
Polar Sun Synchronous Orbit. 

•  All the operations of PSLV are controlled from the Satish 
Dhawan Space Center, Sriharikota. 

•  PSLV has a four-stage system comprising a combination 
of solid and liquid-fuelled rocket stages. 

	The first stage at the very bottom is solid fuelled 
having six strap-on solid rocket boosters wrapped 
around it. 

	Second stage is liquid fuelled

	The third stage has a solid fuelled rocket motor. 

	At the fourth stage, the launcher uses a liquid 
propellant to boost in the outer space.
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•  Apart from the regular version, PSLV is used in its Core 
Alone configuration and an XL Version. 

	Core Alone version is launched without six strap-
on boosters and less propellant in its upper stage 
– a configuration specifically used in the missions 
featuring small payloads.

	The XL version is launched with extra propellant in 
the strap-on solid rocket boosters for increasing the 
payload capacity. 

•  Some remarkable launches:

	Chandrayaan-1 (First Indian lunar probe), 

	Mangalyaan-1 (First Mars Orbiter Mission by India) 
and 

	Astrosat (First Indian dedicated multi-wavelength 
space observatory).

DAMAKONDA FORT

Context: Telangana won an Award of Merit for the conservation 
work on the Domakonda Fort, built in the 18th century in Kamareddy 
district. 

About the Fort
•  Domakonda Fort is located in Domakonda village in 

Telangana. 

•  It was built during 18th Century by the Reddy rulers and 
it has an elevated compound of granite rocks that forms 
the fort wall.

•  This fort is also called “Gadi Domakonda” or “Killa 
Domakonda” as it houses a palatial mahal inside and 
popularly called “Addhala Meda” (Glass house). 

•  The ground floor consists of arched pillars with 
intricate stuccowork showing the influence of Mughal 
architecture. 

•  The first floor has round pillars along with a flat ceiling, 
which depicts Western architecture. 

•  The Fort premises also has a Shiva temple built by the 
Kakatiya rulers.

•  Domakonda was a princely region under Qutb Shahis and 
Asaf Jahis. 

HIMALAYAN YAK

Context: The Himalayan yak has earned the food animal tag from the 
Food Safety and Standard Authority of India (FSSAI).

Key details:
•  The categorisation is expected to help check the decline 

in the population of the high-altitude bovine by making it 
a part of the conventional milk and meat industry.

•  As per a report, the population of yaks across the country 
has declined by 24.7% between 2012 and 2019.

•  Reasons for decline:
	climate change, 
	heat, 
	diseases, 
	surgical operations
	less remuneration from the bovid and discouraging 

the younger generations from continuing with nomadic 
yak rearing. 

•  The sale of yak milk and meat is limited to local 
consumers.

•  The commercialisation of yak milk and meat products 
will lead to entrepreneurship development. 

•  What is Food Animal?
	Food Animals are those that are raised and used for 

food production or consumption by humans. 

About the Yak
•  The Himalayan yak is a species of long-haired 

domesticated cattle found throughout the Himalayan 
region of the Indian subcontinent. 

•  It is descended from the wild yak.
•  They are indicators of change in temperature on the 

mountains. 
•  It is the largest animal on the Tibetan plateau. 
•  The domestic yak can also be found in:
	the Tibetan Plateau, 
	Northern Myanmar, 
	Yunnan, 
	Sichuan 
	Mongolia 
	Siberia. 

•  It is a flagship species as it indicates the health of the 
ecosystem within which it lives. 

•  The largest population of Yak is found in Union Territories of 
Ladakh and Jammu and Kashmir followed by Arunachal 
Pradesh, Sikkim, Himachal Pradesh and West Bengal 
and Uttarakhand.

•  IUCN Status : Vulnerable


